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be calculated and taken. There were but fifty coolies available for the work. Of these fifteen were required to transport coolie-food and five to carry wood, leaving only thirty to take the tents, clothing, and provisions, of nine Europeans and two native servants. Our kit had therefore to be reduced to the lowest limit and arranged with care and exactitude*
A coolie was despatched to Mr Hogg at Suru to send fifty coolies immediately to Base Gamp to take back to Suru everything we left behind, a substantial stone-cairn was built on the highest point of the camp-site, in which records were left, and on the morning of 9th August, leaving the Gurkha, shikari, and one tent-servant, to look after the baggage and supplies, together with the cheerful cock and one hen, which were to be taken also to Suru, and a coolie in charge of the fifteen goats and several sheep, we took leave of Base Camp and started forth up the glacier with fifty coolies.
As the caravan filed out, the cock flew up on a rock and gave us a hearty send-off in a series of shrill crows* The condition of the glacier was found greatly changed since we had first ascended it three